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Dear Friend,

It has been a very strange year for us all; not least the people living near the Darjeeling

Himalayan Railway. With your wonderful help we have been able to offer some support

during these difficult, COVID19 times. If you get the Darjeeling Mail you will have seen that

we have sent £2,000 to our NGO friends in Darjeeling, the Udhaar Charitable Trust, who

used it to buy PPE which was distributed between the community hospital and other related

health sensitive areas. They reported that the two nurses, whom we supported through

their nursing training, are both working to help with the COVID crisis. Sabnam is working in

the only COVID hospital serving the Darjeeling area and has been acknowledged by the local

press for her work to fight COVID, and Jumkit is in a hospital in Jalpaiguri. Well done both of

them.

The Project we started working on with Udhaar Charitable Trust to build a home for those

who are homeless and the elderly, has not progressed due to the COVID restrictions. The

sale of the land has been agreed and they were progressing though legal formalities of

checking ownership and preparing documents, when the area went into ‘Lock Down’. We

have donated £10,000 towards the cost of the land and £4,000 towards fees, plans and

foundations.  We are in close contact with them and they will resume plans to complete the

land purchase just as soon as they are able. It will be next year now before we have

confirmation of land purchase, copies of plans and artist’s impressions of the proposed

building. We look forward to seeing these and will post them on our website.

Regular supporters will know that we have long been associated with Rohini School for

secondary age pupils. We supported them to build their school buildings back in March

2011. By September 2011 they had five classrooms and a teacher’s office. At this point the

government decided to help and built a sixth form block to complement it. Since then DRCS

have continued to fund improvements to the school, including desks, benches, computers

and fencing. It is now time for some maintenance to be carried out and we have just sent

them £2,457, which translates as Rs236,400  to cover the cost of this.
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They would now like to add a school hall to their complex. The idea is it would also serve as

a community building for the village, which sounds like a grand idea. We in line with other

charities have been unable to fund raise this past COVID year. We are immensely grateful to

all those of you who send regular donations so that our coffers may have dwindled but they

are not empty, just low, having made the aforementioned donations.  We would love to

help Rohini again. To that end we are starting a fund-raising appeal for the Rohini

School/Community hall. We hope that you will agree this is a worthwhile project which is

making a real difference to children who live alongside the DHR. We would be grateful for

any further support you can give and we know they will be too. Do spread the word to your

friends and relatives if you think they would be interested too. Remember we now have a

good website to direct people too, thanks to Derek Pratt, our newest Trustee.

There you will find lots of photos of the various projects we have supported over the years

and it is a good way to keep up to date with DRCS funding of projects and fund raising

events. We hope we will be arranging some by next summer. If you would like to hold an

event; coffee morning, curry supper, rummage sale, etc. and would like some information to

display regarding the DRCS, then please get in touch with our secretary.

We sincerely hope that all our supporters are coping with COVID19 and keeping safe and

that if you need it, you are getting the support you require.  There is light at the end of the

tunnel, the vaccines are on their way. We need to be patient and we understand it is very

hard for some.

Thank you all for your support and may we send you ‘Season’s Greetings’.

With kind regards from DRCS Trustees,

Moo Barrie, Valerie Mead, David Mead, Derek Pratt 
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